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PLANNING APPEAL DECISION

Lead Officer: Nick Hayhurst – Planning Development Manager

To inform Members of a recent appeal decision in respect of Lamberlea, Nethertown, 
Egremont.

Recommendation: That the decision be noted in the context of the Council’s Local 
Plan Policies and also in relation to performance monitoring. 

Resource Implications: Nil

1.0. SUPPORTING INFORMATION

1.1 Planning permission was refused under delegated powers for the extension of an 
existing caravan/motorhome storage facility, requiring part change of use of a disused 
garden centre/nursery site at Lamberlea on the 16th April 2019. The application was 
refused for the following reason: 

‘The proposed development would result in a significant intensification in the use of the 
surrounding roads which are already substandard, the scale of which would result in a 
severe unacceptable impact on highway safety in the locality. As a consequent this 
proposal would be contrary to Policies ST1, T1, DM9 and DM22 of the Copeland Local 
Plan 2013 – 2028, and the guidance contained within paragraph 109 the NPPF.’

1.2 An application, which was lodged against the refusal of planning permission, has now 
been allowed. 

1.3 In considering this case, the Inspector noted the main issues raised by the appeal is the 
effect of the development on highway safety within the vicinity of the appeal site. 

1.4 The Inspector noted that limited evidence has been provided to prove that, in this case, 
the surrounding road network would be of an insufficient standard to accommodate the 
increased vehicles movements associated with the additional caravan storage. Whilst 
the Inspector is sympathetic to concerns that the intensification of the site could lead to 
a point where the associated impact on highway safety become unacceptable, the 
current application does not represent this point. On this basis, he considered that the 
proposal would not have an unacceptable effect on highway safety within the vicinity on 
the appeal site. 



1.5 Based on this the Inspector concluded that the proposal does not conflict with policies 
ST1, T1 and DM22 of the Copeland Local Plan 2013 – 2028, which seek to ensure new 
development incorporates safe traffic and access arrangements, improves accessibility 
and transport throughout the Borough and requires proposal to be accessible to all 
users. Furthermore, he considers that there is no conflict with the policies of the 
National Planning Policy Framework, which promotes sustainable transport and seeks to 
ensure highway safety to all users. 

1.6 Overall Conclusion

Based on the reasons outlined above and subject to conditions, the appeal has been 
allowed.

Contact Officer: Christie Burns – Planning Officer – Development Management 

Background Papers: A copy of the Inspector’s decision letter is appended. 


